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INTRODUCTION

HUMAN RIGHTS IN MOTION:
A MAPTO A MOVEMENT’S FUTURE

Lucia Nader (Executive Director, Conectas)
Juana Kweitel (Program Director, Conectas)
Marcos Fuchs (Associate Director, Conectas)

Sur Journal was created ten years ago as a vehicle to deepen and strengthen bonds
between academics and activists from the Global South concerned with human rights, in
order to magnify their voices and their participation before international organizations
and academia. Our main motivation was the fact that, particularly in the Southern
hemisphere, academics were working alone and there was very little exchange between
researchers from different countries. The journal’s aim has been to provide individuals and
organizations working to defend human rights with research, analyses and case studies
that combine academic rigor and practical interest. In many ways, these lofty ambitions
have been met with success: in the past decade, we have published articles from dozens
of countries on issues as diverse as health and access to treatment, transitional justice,
regional mechanisms and information and human rights, to name a few. Published in
three languages and available online and in print for free, our project also remains unique
in terms of geographical reach, critical perspective and its Southern ‘accent’. In honour
of the founding editor of this journal, Pedro Paulo Poppovic, the 20" issue opens with a
biography (by Jodo Paulo Charleaux) of this sociologist who has been one of the main
contributors to this publication’s success.

This past decade has also been, in many ways, a successful one for the human rights
movement as a whole. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has recently turned
60, new international treaties have been adopted and the old but good global and regional
monitoring systems are in full operation, despite criticisms regarding their effectiveness
and attempts by States to curb their authority. From a strategic perspective, we continue
to use, with more or less success, advocacy, litigation and naming-and-shaming as our
main tools for change. In addition, we continue to nurture partnerships between what we
categorize as local, national and international organizations within our movement.

Nevertheless, the political and geographic coordinates under which the global human



rights movement has operated have undergone profound changes. Over the past decade,
we have witnessed hundreds of thousands of people take to the streets to protest against
social and political injustices. We have also seen emerging powers from the South play
an increasingly influential role in the definition of the global human rights agenda.
Additionally, the past ten years have seen the rapid growth of social networks as a tool
of mobilization and as a privileged forum for sharing political information between
users. In other words, the journal is publishing its 20 issue against a backdrop that is
very different from that of ten years ago. The protests that recently filled the streets of
many countries around the globe, for example, were not organized by traditional social
movements nor by unions or human rights NGOs, and people’s grievances, more often
than not, were expressed in terms of social justice and not as rights. Does this mean that
human rights are no longer seen as an effective language for producing social change?
Or that human rights organizations have lost some of their ability to represent wronged
citizens? Emerging powers themselves, despite their newly-acquired international
influence, have hardly been able — or willing — to assume stances departing greatly from
those of “‘traditional” powers. How and where can human rights organizations advocate
for change? Are Southern-based NGOs in a privileged position to do this? Are NGOs
from emerging powers also gaining influence in international forums?

It was precisely to reflect upon these and other pressing issues that, for this 20t issue,
SUR'’s editors decided to enlist the help of over 50 leading human rights activists and
academics from 18 countries, from Ecuador to Nepal, from China to the US. We asked
them to ponder on what we saw as some of the most urgent and relevant questions
facing the global human rights movement today: 1. Who do we represent? 2. How do
we combine urgent issues with long-term impacts? 3. Are human rights still an effective
language for producing social change? 4. How have new information and communication
technologies influenced activism? 5. What are the challenges of working internationally
from the South?

The result, which you now hold in your hands, is a roadmap for the global human
rights movement in the 21 century — it offers a vantage point from which it is possible
to observe where the movement stands today and where it is heading. The first stop
is a reflection on these issues by the founding directors of Conectas Human Rights,
Oscar Vilhena Vieira and Malak EI-Chichini Poppovic. The roadmap then goes on to
include interviews and articles, both providing in-depth analyses of human rights issues,
as well as notes from the field, more personalized accounts of experiences working with
human rights, which we have organized into six categories, although most of them could
arguably be allocated to more than one category:

Language. In this section, we have included articles that ponder the question of
whether human rights — as a utopia, as norms and as institutions — are still effective for
producing social change. Here, the contributions range from analyses on human rights
as a language for change (Stephen Hopgood and Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro), empirical
research on the use of the language of human rights for articulating grievances in recent
mass protests (Sara Burke), to reflections on the standard-setting role and effectiveness
of international human rights institutions (Raquel Rolnik, Vinodh Jaichand and Emilio



Alvarez Icaza). It also includes studies on the movement’s global trends (David Petrasek),
challenges to the movement’s emphasis on protecting the rule of law (Kumi Naidoo), and
strategic proposals to better ensure a compromise between utopianism and realism in
relation to human rights (Samuel Moyn).

Themes. Here we have included contributions that address specific human rights
topics from an original and critical standpoint. Four themes were analysed: economic
power and corporate accountability for human rights violations (Phil Bloomer, Janet
Love and Gonzalo Berrén); sexual politics and LGBTI rights (Sonia Corréa, Gloria
Careaga Pérez and Arvind Narrain); migration (Diego Lorente Pérez de Eulate); and,
finally, transitional justice (Clara Sandoval).

Perspectives. This section encompasses country-specific accounts, mostly field notes
from human rights activists on the ground. Those contributions come from places as
diverse as Angola (Maria Lucia da Silveira), Brazil (Ana Valéria Araijo), Cuba (Maria-
Ileana Faguaga Iglesias), Indonesia (Haris Azhar), Mozambique (Salvador Nkamate)
and Nepal (Mandira Sharma). But they all share a critical perspective on human rights,
including for instance a sceptical perspective on the relation between litigation and public
opinion in Southern Africa (Nicole Fritz), a provocative view of the democratic future of
China and its relation to labour rights (Han Dongfang), and a thoughtful analysis of the
North-South duality from Northern Ireland (Maggie Beirne).

Voices. Here the articles go to the core of the question of whom the global human
rights movement represents. Adrian Gurza Lavalle and Juana Kweitel take note of
the pluralisation of representation and innovative forms of accountability adopted by
human rights NGOs. Others study the pressure for more representation or a louder voice
in international human rights mechanisms (such as in the Inter-American system, as
reported by Mario Melo) and in representative institutions such as national legislatures
(as analysed by Pedro Abramovay and Heloisa Griggs). Finally, Chris Grove, as well as
James Ron, David Crow and Shannon Golden emphasize, in their contributions, the need
for a link between human rights NGOs and grassroots groups, including economically
disadvantaged populations. As a counter-argument, Fateh Azzam questions the need of
human rights activists to represent anyone, taking issue with the critique of NGOs as
being overly dependent on donors. Finally, Mary Lawlor and Andrew Anderson provide
an account of a Northern organization’s efforts to attend to the needs of local human
rights defenders as they, and only they, define them.

Tools. In this section, the editors included contributions that focus on the instruments
used by the global human rights movement to do its work. This includes a debate on
the role of technology in promoting change (Mallika Dutt and Nadia Rasul, as well
as Sopheap Chak and Miguel Pulido Jiménez) and perspectives on the challenges of
human rights campaigning, analysed provocatively by Martin Kirk and Fernand Alphen
in their respective contributions. Other articles point to the need of organizations to be
more grounded in local contexts, as noted by Ana Paula Hernandez in relation to Mexico,
by Louis Bickford in what he sees as a convergence towards the global middle, and finally
by Rochelle Jones, Sarah Rosenhek and Anna Turley in their movement-support model.
In addition, it is noted by Mary Kaldor that NGOs are not the same as civil society,



properly understood. Furthermore, litigation and international work are cast in a
critical light by Sandra Carvalho and Eduardo Baker in relation to the dilemma
between long and short term strategies in the Inter-American system. Finally,
Gaston Chillier and Pétalla Branddo Timo analyse South-South cooperation from
the viewpoint of a national human rights NGO in Argentina.

Multipolarity. Here, the articles challenge our ways of thinking about power
in the multipolar world we currently live in, with contributions from the heads of
some of the world’s largest international human rights organizations based in the
North (Kenneth Roth and Salil Shetty) and in the South (Lucia Nader, César
Rodriguez-Garavito, Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah and Mandeep Tiwana). This
section also debates what multipolarity means in relation to States (Emilie M.
Hafner-Burton), international organizations and civil society (Louise Arbour) and
businesses (Mark Malloch-Brown).

Conectas hopes this issue will foster debate on the future of the global human
rights movement in the 21°t century, enabling it to reinvent itself as necessary to
offer better protection of human rights on the ground.

Finally, we would like to emphasize that this issue of Sur Journal was made
possible by the support of the Ford Foundation, Open Society Foundations,
the Oak Foundation, the Sigrid Rausing Trust, the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) and the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (SIDA). Additionally, Conectas Human Rights is especially grateful for
the collaboration of the authors and the hard work of the Journal’s editorial
team. We are also extremely thankful for the work of Maria Brant and Manoela
Miklos for conceiving this Issue and for conducting most of the interviews, and
for Thiago Amparo for joining the editorial team and making this Issue possible.
We are also tremendously thankful for Luz Gonzalez’s tireless work with editing
the contributions received, and for Ana Cernov for coordinating the overall
editorial process.
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Email: contact@awid.org

ABSTRACT

Contemporary women’s rights organizations and movements work in a challenging context
of fewer resources, more risks, increasing violence and inequalities, and environmental
uncertainty. As a ‘movement support’ organization, The Association for Women’s Rights in
Development (AWID) is responding to this context with a model of collaborative movement
building - building our collective power, expanding the base of individuals and organizations
engaged in women’s rights struggles, and jointly articulating inclusive and transformative
agendas for change both in the world around us and in our own practices. This article
illustrates how AWID’s ‘movement support’ model — based on collaboration and channels of
dialogue with our membership and broader constituency — is helping to advance our shared
goals of human rights, peace, gender justice and environmental sustainability worldwide.
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ESSAY

A*MOVEMENT SUPPORT ORGANIZATION:
THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION
FORWOMEN’S RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT (AWID)

Rochelle Jones, Sarah Rosenhek and Anna Turley

1 Introduction

A cursory glance at the history of human rights and its intersection with gender
issues over the past 25 years elucidates the important role that social movements,
and women’s rights movements in particular, have played in continually expanding
the framing and conceptualization of human rights and gender justice. These
expansions of the human rights framework were not the result of a sudden
enlightenment on the part of governments nor the United Nations — but rather
of the concrete demands for recognition of claims emerging from the collective
struggles of indigenous people, domestic workers, sex workers, Lesbian, Gay, Bi,
Trans, Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI) movements, migrants, rural people, youth,
ethnic and religious minorities, and others, and their consistent engagement with
the human rights system at national, regional and international levels.

Few movements have changed the human rights framework more
fundamentally and radically than women’s rights movements' around the globe.
Women’s rights organizations play both a catalytic role in promoting women’s
rights and gender equality as well as in advancing other critical development and
human rights goals, contributing to structural and legislative changes, sustaining
communities, engendering institutions and normative structures, and transforming
behaviour and attitudes. Enabling conditions that do not address the challenges
faced by women’s rights organizations, whose status in many respects serves as a
bellwether for broader civil society, will undermine the progressive realization of
human rights for all people.

Through 30 years of participation in women’s rights organizing, we have

Notes to this text start on page 408.
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A*MOVEMENT SUPPORT’ ORGANIZATION: THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN'S
RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT (AWID)

learned that sustainable transformation to ensure that women’s rights and gender
equality are a lived reality for women and girls around the world is possible only
when we work together through our organizations and movements and when
these organizations obtain the meaningful funding they require. Recent research
by AWID, for example, demonstrates the huge reach and transformation that
is possible when organizations working to build women’s collective power for change
receive serious resources for an extended period of time (BATLIWALA; ROSENHEK;
MILLER, 2013). As an ‘infrastructure’ organization, AWID is responding to this
need to work together with a model of collaborative movement building — building
our collective power, expanding the base of individuals and organizations engaged
in women’s rights struggles, and jointly articulating inclusive and transformative
agendas for change, both in the world around us and in our own practices.

2 Context of women’s rights organizing

Contemporary women’s rights organizations and movements work in a challenging
context of fewer resources, more risks, increasing violence and inequalities, and
environmental uncertainty. In addition, valuable energy and resources are expended
fighting regressive forces that seek to roll back hard-won rights. Several trends
shape the context of work for women’s rights organizations in general and AWID
in particular:

The existing economic paradigm with its strong focus on market-based
development, privatization and growth is increasingly recognized globally for
its role in perpetuating inequality and poverty. This model often raises the
costs of basic services, leading to clear gendered impacts and inequalities, while
women’s unpaid work, both in domestic subsistence, reproduction and in unwaged
household production, continues to be exploited. Alongside this are multiple and
concurrent systemic crises (energy, food, finance and climate), which continue to
pose challenges for governments, donors, development practitioners, activists and
policy-makers to reinvent the system in the long term, and mitigate the negative
impacts in the short and medium terms.

Discussions and intergovernmental negotiations on a post-2015 development
framework are well underway as we near the end of the Millennium Development
Goals in 2015. The disappointing outcome of the Rio+20 conference and the
agreement made there to develop a new set of ‘sustainable development goals’
(SDGs) marked the beginning of a complex process for a new development agenda
at the UN post-2015. Women’s rights groups® have expressed their concerns about
the narrow set of goals outlined in the report from the High Level Panel of Eminent
Persons to the UN Secretary General and continue the struggle to advocate for a
rights-based approach with women’s rights at the center of a post-2015 development
agenda. Other UN intergovernmental negotiations are already making evident the
complexity and challenges women’s rights organizations and movements will face
in the coming years to defend what has been achieved, avoid backlash and put new
ideas and proposals on the agenda.
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The private sector, particularly corporations and individual philanthropists, have
become central players in the development and philanthropic sectors. We have seen
an increase in funding from new private sector actors towards women and girls,
often instrumentalizing their contributions to economic growth. ‘Investing in
women and girls” has been heralded as a new key strategy by diverse actors such as
the World Bank, Newsweek and Walmart (THE WORLD BANK, 2012; VERVEER,
2012; WALMART, 2011) — but this rhetoric has not necessarily translated into real
resources for women’s rights. AWID’s recent research (MILLER; ARUTYUNOVA;
CLARK, 2013) illuminates key characteristics of 170 different partnership initiatives
focused on women and girls, with 143 of them collectively committing USD 14.6
billion dollars. At the same time, the research finds that 27% of the 170 initiatives
supporting women and girls engaged women’s organizations as partners, and only
9% directly funded them. The results illustrate a complex panorama of new actors
and new resources for women and girls that defies simplistic categorizations and
brings with it new opportunities and challenges.

Religious fundamentalist movements are continuing to gain power. Increasing
violence by state and non-state actors towards the general population, and
particularly against social movements and activists, undermines and seriously
challenges democracy, peace and human rights. In many regions, this is directly
linked to the growing influence of fundamentalisms with arguments based on
religion (as well as culture, tradition and nationalism) used to violate and deny the
rights of women, LGBTQI people, and religious, ethnic and cultural minorities.
Fundamentalists and their supporters have also been successfully advancing
arguments based on cultural relativism in multilateral processes as occurred at the
56" UN Commission on the Status of Women in 2012.

Violence against women human rights defenders (WHRDs) continues to grow. This
increase in the number and severity of attacks on WHRDs by both state and non-
state actors has serious impacts on the sustainability of women’s rights movements.
In the past year, important advances have recognized WHRDs and the violence
they face because of their role in defending women’s rights, the environment and
their communities. This includes greater attention by international human rights
mechanisms; in particular, the inclusion of WHRD language for the first time
in the CSW57 agreed conclusions® and the November 2013 adoption of the first-
ever resolution on women human rights defenders by the United Nations General
Assembly’s Third Committee®.

Despite the challenges this landscape presents, there are important
opportunities, openings and signs of hope for advancing women’s human rights
agendas. Progressive social movements have been organizing to withstand and
respond to these trends. At the forefront have been women’s rights activists and
young people demanding structural change, protecting their communities, opposing
violence and holding the line on key achievements. Women’s rights movements and
organizations however are facing significant challenges. Access to adequate financial
resources continues to affect the sustainability of women’s rights organizations
and their capacity to protect themselves if needed. Many women’s rights activists
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and their organizations are also working within a context of increasing risks and
security concerns. As highlighted above, attacks on women’s rights defenders and
activists are on the rise, with extreme forms of violence dramatically increasing.
Against this backdrop of fewer resources and more risks, women’s rights organizing
remains fragmented with the diverse expressions of women’s organizing still not
coming together in the most strategic ways as movements to collectively address
pressing challenges. Building our collective power and increasing our capacity to
work together are key strategies to address this.

3 AWID as a ‘movement support’ organization

AWID seeks to be a driving force within the global community of feminist and
women’s rights activists, organizations and movements, strengthening our collective
voice, influencing and transforming structures of power and decision-making
and advancing human rights, gender justice and environmental sustainability
worldwide.

As a ‘movement support’ organization, our work serves to support, resource
and strengthen women’s rights organizations and movements so that they in turn
can be more effective in their work and struggles at different levels. We do this
by filling strategic gaps (for example in knowledge production or information
dissemination), by leveraging our access to key spaces and influence with relevant
actors where few other women’s organizations are present or where we have added
value to contribute, and by providing different kinds of direct support (bridge-
building, capacity development, strategic convenings, resource mobilization).
AWID’s commitment to building stronger and more effective women’s rights
organizations and movements is supported through our membership model. As
an international feminist membership organization, we have 4,546 members from
156 countries (595 institutional members and 3,951 individual) — mostly from
the global South. Having a large and diverse constituency is central to effectively
advancing our mission and, at the same time, is integral to our identity, legitimacy
and credibility as a global women’s rights ‘infrastructure’ organization. Our
members play an important role in our governance — nominating and voting for
members of our Board of Directors. We also engage our members in our research,
knowledge building and solidarity actions. We value and work towards building
a broad constituency, including but not limited to AWID members, to strengthen
collective awareness, action and solidarity on women’s rights and gender equality.
This includes bringing together organizations and activists from different social
movements and different levels of organizing (local-global), further expanding and
sharpening our analysis and agendas, and above all, exploring new ways of working
together, bridging the divides of our issues, sectors, constituencies and movements.

AWID’s experience and work priorities serve as examples of how we can create
mechanisms for local participation in defining women’s rights agendas — we play
multiple ‘movement building’ roles, which are then brought to life through our
various program areas’
multilingual information dissemination, action-research, advocacy and engagement

, combining strategies ranging from knowledge building and
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with influential actors, fora and institutions, alliance building among women’s
organizations and movements and with other civil society sectors, convening
strategic dialogues on specific issues, and resource mobilization to support women’s
rights organizing. Following is an outline of these primary movement building
roles, with concrete examples from our programs that demonstrate how we engage
our diverse members and broader constituency to meet our collective goals.

3.1 Knowledge-builder & agenda setter

With our members, AWID collectively builds knowledge from a feminist perspective
of the forces, trends, processes and institutions undermining or impacting women’s
human rights as well as strategies and innovations used to counter these influences
and advance our agendas. We contribute as a provocateur to putting new issues
or analysis on the agendas of women’s organizations and movements and other
influential actors and provide an ongoing feminist critique of development and
human rights trends — producing multilingual research publications and weekly
analysis through our ‘Friday Files®. Responding to the need expressed by our
members and broader constituency to build knowledge on how to counter the
tactics and strategies used by religious fundamentalist actors, for example, AWID
produced Religion, Culture and Tradition: Strengthening Efforts to Eradicate Violence
Against Women (GOKAL; DUGHMAN MANZUR, 2013) — providing women’s rights
activists with key arguments and excerpts from human rights instruments that
affirm that religion, culture and tradition cannot be used to justify non-compliance
with international human rights standards. This briefing note was successfully
used by AWID and its members at the 57" Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW57), Commission on Population and Development (CPD46) and at the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean conference (ECLAC)
to challenge the cultural relativist arguments of fundamentalist actors in these
international human rights venues.

Our research on funding trends’ and actors influencing women’s rights
organizing has been built on participatory research and a dialogue with our
members and constituency. AWID’s “Where is the Money for Women’s Rights?’
project has surveyed members and other women’s organizations over the past
eight years on their funding situation, with the resultant publications shared
back with members for their own advocacy with donors. For instance, our report,
Watering the Leaves and Starving the Roots: The status of financing for women’s
rights organizing and gender equality (ARUTYUNOVA; CLARK, 2013), is based on
a survey of over 1,100 women’s organizations in every region of the world. Since
its launch in October 2013, the report has been widely disseminated amongst
our members and constituency. AWID members have been specifically supported
through convenings in this process. For example, three webinars in conjunction
with Catapult® were held in 2013 to introduce members to the results of our
funding research and the concept of crowdfunding as a potential method of
resource mobilization for their work.
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3.2 Clearinghouse for global feminist information and analysis

Recognized as a key ‘go-to’ source for multilingual information and feminist analysis on
current and emerging trends, AWID serves as a clearinghouse for information to and
from our members and broader women’s rights movements. In doing so, we contribute
to increasing the visibility of women’s rights groups, perspectives, places and issues
that are commonly excluded in the work of mainstream organizations and encourage
connection among issues and actors. AWID’s trilingual website (http://www.awid.
org) and e-newsletters feature information, analysis and resources produced by both
AWID and our members and constituency, equipping a global subscribership of over
48,500 women’s rights advocates with the latest information and analysis. AWID also
disseminates members-only information and resources and increasingly engages our
membership through social media platforms such as Facebook and Twitter’.

AWID’s partnership with the Guardian Online and Mama Cash and
the launch of a new women’s rights and gender equality in-focus section of the
Guardian’s global development website!® opens an important new channel of
dialogue for women’s rights organizations. AWID and Mama Cash aim to act as
a bridge to a significantly larger and more diverse audience on the pressing issues
affecting women, girls and trans people while also focusing a lens on the critical
work being carried out by women’s rights and feminist movements.

3.3 Convener & connector of diverse actors and constituencies
within and outside women’s movements

AWID’s significant convening power is used to promote dialogue, build bridges,
help overcome fragmentation and strategize on key issues. We organize and facilitate
constructive spaces for our members and other diverse women’s organizations,
donors, development agencies, human rights and other CSOs to explore and
strengthen connections within and across diversities of generations, issues, regions
and sectors and to bring together groups that have not yet found common ground.
For example, through our Young Feminist Activist (YFA) program, we connect our
YFA members with other young women from around the world, raising awareness
of their different forms of organizing and facilitating their meaningful engagement
with key international processes and events.

AWID’s International Forum on Women’s Rights and Development is the
largest recurring event of its kind, responding to emerging challenges, filling gaps
and promoting stronger and more coordinated alliances. AWID’s 2012 Forum,
Transforming economic power to advance women’s rights and justice, brought together
2,239 women’s rights activists from 141 countries — 65% from the global South
and 15% young women under 30. Members attend the Forum at reduced rates.
The Forum convenes diverse groups to learn from each other and influence the
agendas of women’s movements and other related actors. Beyond the Forum space,
follow up initiatives strengthen the connections and ideas created: for example, the
2012 Forum website (http://www.forum.awid.org/forum12/) was transformed into
a resource and learning hub, which builds on content generated by participants.
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We also supported 24 Forum Seed Grants' from 19 countries across all regions
with $5,000 each to implement innovative activities related to the Forum theme.
Grantees represent both commonly excluded sectors from — and the diversity
within — women rights movements, including sex workers, young women, garment
worker trade unionists, home-care workers, environmentalists, rural agriculture
and fisherfolk, grassroots, economists, Roma and trans people.

3.4 Advocate and Mobilizer

AWID is actively engaged in policy advocacy to collaboratively develop positions
with members and other allies and advance those positions in relevant international
spaces. In addition we use general influence strategies to transform the practices
and agendas of powerful institutions such as large human rights and development
organizations and other CSOs. We believe that women’s organizations must have
a stronger knowledge of and voice in development policy-making to ensure that it
is responsive to their needs, rights and realities and that resources being allocated
in the name of women and girls are effectively reaching those groups. AWID is
active in processes such as the SDGs, the UN post-2015 development agenda,
the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, CSW and other
fora, collectively strategizing with and amplifying the diverse perspectives of our
members and broader constituency.

Given the increasing violence and severity of aggressions against WHRDs in
most regions, we aim to improve the responses offered by international institutions,
UN mechanisms, and human rights NGOs and work with regional and international
networks to help strengthen protection mechanisms and responses to WHRDs at
risk. For example, as a member and in coordination with other members of the
Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition (WHRD IC) and the
Norwegian government, AWID contributed to joint advocacy that resulted in the
adoption of the first-ever resolution on protection of WHRDs'"? by the UN General
Assembly’s Third Committee. To mobilize our members in support of WHRDs,
we use AWID-alerts': an online urgent action alert that invites members to act in
solidarity with WHRDs who are facing threats and violence. Online mobilization
is an important way we engage with our diverse and global constituency. For this
year’s 58" session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 58)", AWID
used its increasing social media presence to send a strong message that women’s
rights needs to be at the core of the new development agenda®®. AWID members,
partners and allies from over 50 countries joined our social media mobilization,
reaching 1.7 million people through our Twitterthon.

4 Conclusion

AWID’s multiple ‘movement support’ roles illustrate how a collaborative approach
with our members and broader constituency is at the heart of our work and reflect
our belief in the power of movements to create momentum for change. The current
and upcoming UN processes (post-2015, +20 reviews, Sustainable Development
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Goals — SDGs) will be key moments for women’s rights movements, beyond the
intergovernmental process, to come together to continue strategizing and debating
new proposals and ideas on alternative economic and development models, and
to ensure the integration of gender equality and women’s rights as central to the
agendas being developed. There is an urgent need, therefore, to build shared
agendas across a broad array of actors and sectors, strengthening and deepening
those connections in order to act together for a more just social order. We believe
that deep, sustainable change for women’s rights requires women’s collective action
and power, so to that end, supporting and strengthening diverse women’s rights
movements is essential.
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NOTES

1. For an understanding of how we define
‘movements’ please refer to our publication:
Batliwala (2012).

2. The Women’s Major Group (www.womenrio20.
org) brings together 400 organizations and
individuals working on sustainable development
from a women’s rights perspective at local, national,
regional and global levels. Their critical analysis

of the High Level Panel Report can be found here:
<http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/3767women3.pdf>. The High Level
Panel Report can be accessed here: < http://www.
post2015hlp.org/the-report/>. Last accessed on: 30
Apr. 2014.

3. Refer to the CSW Agreed Conclusions, Point A.
Strengthening implementation of legal and policy
frameworks and accountability, Paragraph (z)
“Support and protect those who are committed
to eliminating violence against women, including
women human rights defenders in this regard,
who face particular risks of violence” (UNITED
NATIONS, 2013).

4. See AWID’s article about the adoption of this
resolution (TOLMAY; VIANA, 2013).

5. AWID’s programs are divided into Core

and Thematic areas. Core programs represent
permanent priorities for the organization that

are central aspects of our role as a ‘movement
support’ organization, supporting and strengthening
the infrastructure and capacity of women’s

rights organizations and movements globally:

1) International Forum on Women’s Rights &
Development; 2) Membership and Constituency
Building; 3) Bridging Knowledge and Practice; 4)
Women’s Rights Information & Communication; 5)
Young Feminist Activism. Our thematic programs
relate to themes that are closely linked to the
dominant contextual trends mentioned earlier:

1) Challenging Religious Fundamentalisms; 2)
Economic Justice & Financing for Women’s Rights;
and 3) The Right to Defend Rights: Women Human
Rights Defenders.

6.Friday Files are weekly analyses and interview

pieces related to women’s rights issues at the
international, regional and national levels and on
current trends and timely events from a feminist
perspective, produced in English, French and
Spanish. They are available at <http://www.awid.
org/News-Analysis/AWID-s-Friday-Files>. Last
accessed on: 30 Apr. 2014.

7. AWID’s publications on funding for women’s
rights, spanning 2005 to 2014, are available

at: <http://www.awid.org/AWID-s-Publications/
Funding-for-Women-s-Rights>. Last accessed on:
30 Apr. 2014.

8. Catapult is an online crowdfunding platform
specifically focusing on projects that benefit women
and girls. See: <http://www.catapult.org/>. Last
accessed on: 30 Apr. 2014.

9. AWID’s Facebook page can be accessed

at: <https://www.facebook.com/pages/
AWID/351068122677> and Twitter: <https://
twitter.com/AWID>. Last accessed on: 30 Apr.
2014.

10. The website can be accessed at: <http://www.
theguardian.com/global-development/series/
womens-rights-and-gender-equality-in-focus>. Last
accessed on: 30 Apr. 2014.

11. The full list of 2013 Seed Grant winners can
be found at: (ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN'’S
RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT, 2012).

12. Members of the Women Human Rights
Defenders International Coalition: AWID, Amnesty
International, Just Associates and the International
Service for Human Rights released a statement
about the resolution (ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT, 2013c).

13. See <http://www.awid.org/Get-Involved/Urgent-
Actions>. Last accessed on: 30 Apr. 2014.

14. For more information about the fifty-eighth
Session of the Commission on the Status of Women,
see: <http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-
2014>. Last accessed on: 30 Apr. 2014.

15. See the original (ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT, 2014).
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